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SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE SITUATION - NOON PRESS BRIEFING 

Q'S AND A'S BELOW ARE EXCERPTS FROM MARCH 27 NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING TRANSCRIPT RE PORTUGUESE SITUATION. MESSAGE 
ALSO CONTAINS ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR BUT NOT 
USED AT BRIEFING. IT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY DRAWN ON IN 
RESPONDING INDIVIDUAL PRESS INQUIRIES. 

BRIEFING EXCERPTS 

QUOTE: Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT THE UNITED STATES OR THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT HAS SENT A MESSAGE TO THE MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP IN PORTUGAL REGARDING THE LEFTWARD TURN IN THE 
GOVERNMENT THERE? 

A: THERE WAS NO MESSAGE SENT TO THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT. 
I HAD A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS ON THIS YESTERDAY AND TOLD 
SOME OF YOU THIS. AMBASSADOR CARLUCCI SAW THE PRESIDENT 
OF PORTUGAL THE NIGHT BEFORE - THE DAY BEFORE LAST - 
I THINK IT WAS IN THE EARLY EVENING - AND HE EXPRESSED 
TO THE PRESIDENT MANY OF THE SAME CONCERNS THAT THE 
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SECRETARY EXPRESSED YESTERDAY IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE. 
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BUT THIS BUSINESS OF A MESSAGE, A WRITTEN MESSAGE, OR 

ANYTHING LIKE THAT - THAT DID NOT HAPPEN. 

Q: IS THAT VISIT TO MR. COSTA GOMES IN COORDINATION 
WITH ANY OTHER COUNTRY OR COUNTRIES? WAS IT DONE 
UNILATERALLY BY THIS COUNTRY? 

A: AS FAR AS I KNOW. IT WAS DONE UNILATERALLY BY US. 
OBVIOUSLY, AS THE SECRETARY, I THINK, INDICATED YESTERDAY, 
WE ARE IN TOUCH WITH ALL OF OUR NATO ALLIES IN BRUSSELS. 
BUT, AS FAR AS I KNOW, THERE WAS NO COORDINATED APPROACH, 
OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT. HE DID THIS ON INSTRUCTION FROM 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Q: I GOT A STRONG IMPRESSION FROM WHAT THE SECRETARY 
SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE CONSULTATIONS TOWARDS SETTING 
A DATE ON TALKING ABOUT THE PORTUGAL SITUATION. IS THAT 
CORRECT? 

A: YES. WE ARE IN CONSTANT - THE PERMANENT REPRESENT- 
ATIVES IN BRUSSELS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING THE PORTUGUESE 
SITUATION. BUT, AS YOU VERY RIGHTLY SAY, THE SECRETARY 
POINTED OUT YESTERDAY IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, I BELIEVE, 
THAT THERE WILL BE ELECTIONS IN PORTUGAL NEXT MONTH. AND 
WE WILL BE AWAITING THE OUTCOME OF THESE ELECTIONS. 
OBVIOUSLY. 

Q: IS GENERAL HAIG'S VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES IN ANY 
CONNECTION WITH THE PORTUGUESE SITUATION IN GENERAL? 

A: I AM UNWARE THAT THAT IS THE REASON FOR HIS VISIT. 

I SEEM TO HAVE READ A NEWS REPORT SOME PLACE BY A 
SPOKESMAN - MAYBE IT WAS A SACEUR SPOKESMAN, OR SOME 
SPOKESMAN, NOT OURS - WHICH SAID THAT THE SUPREME 
COMMANDER OF ALLIED FORCES IN EUROPE VISITS THE VARIOUS 
NATO CAPITALS ONCE A YEAR, AND THAT IS WHY HE IS HERE. 
UNQUOTE 
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Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON A REPORT OUT OF 
LISBON THAT THE CIA WAS BEHIND A RECENTLY ANNOUNCED 
EFFORT TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT? 

A: WE HAVE SAID THIS BEFORE, BUT LET ME SAY IT AGAIN IN 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS, THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS 
PLAYED NO PART WHATSOEVER IN ANY EFFORT, FROM ANY QUARTER, 
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TO UNDERMINE THE GOVERNMENT OF PORTUGAL. I HAVE 

PREVIOUSLY CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THE UNITED STATES 
WAS IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THE COUP ATTEMPT OF MARCH 
11, AND I DO SO AGAIN. 

SPECIFICALLY, LET ME SAY THAT THE REPORT CONTAINED 
YESTERDAY IN A LISBON NEWSPAPER THAT AMBASSADOR CARLUCCI 
WAS SOMEHOW CONNECTED WITH A SO-CALLED PROTUGUESE LIBERA- 
TION ARMY ARE ABSOLUTELY FALSE AND DEFAMATORY. 

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE, AS WELL AS EXCERPTS.CAN BE ATTRI- 
BUTED TO DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN. KISSINGER 
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